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Executive summary
• Only a tiny minority are strongly opposed to
onshore wind, and opposition is falling.
• Rejection of the scientific consensus on
climate change is strongly associated with
opposition to onshore wind.
• Opposition is concentrated in the oldest age
groups, but is also falling fastest in these
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groups. Almost no young people are opposed
to onshore wind.
• NIMBYism is at a record low, with British
people now over five times more likely to
strongly support than to strongly oppose large
scale renewables developments in their area.
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monitoring the
British public’s views on matters
relating to energy and climate change through a
succession of ‘waves’ each year.
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BEIS Public Attitudes Tracking Survey: WAVES
1-25, bespoke analysis for 10:10 Climate Action.

Strongly Don’t
disagree know

Slighly
To mark
the publication of Wave 25, 10:10 Climate
disagree
Action worked with our friends at the New
Strongly
Economics Foundation to analyse
the full dataset
agree
“I would be
of hundredshappy
of thousands
of responses, in order
to have a
Neither agree
scale
nor disagree
to understandlarge
more
about
the British public’s
renewable
energy
support fordevelopment
onshore wind
energy. This briefing note
in
my findings.
area”
summarises our

•

Support since the survey began has remained
fairly steady, with a large majority - 70% - in
favour across the whole dataset.
Only 10% opposition in total since the survey
began.
A tiny minority - just 3.5% - are strongly opposed
to onshore wind.
Support for onshore wind is growing - now at a
record high of 76%.
Strong support for onshore wind has jumped to a
record 30% since 2017.
Opposition to onshore wind is shrinking currently at a record low of 8%.
The British public in general are now 15 times
more likely to strongly support rather than
strongly oppose onshore wind.

Fig.1 Support for onshore wind since BEIS public attitudes tracker survey began.
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Fig.2 Public support for different energy technologies.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, these beliefs have a strong
correlation with support for onshore wind: people
who strongly oppose onshore wind are 2.5X more
likely than the general population to reject the
scientific consensus on climate change; and those
who deny the existence of climate change are, as
a group, 3.5X more likely to oppose onshore wind
than those who understand that climate change is
primarily caused by human activity.
As Fig.3 shows,
the more accurate
people’s views
about climate
Support
change are,
the for
onshore
wind is
less likely
they are
to oppose
onshorehigh
at a record
wind.

Support for
onshore wind

100%

no such
thing

Opposition to
onshore wind

BEIS Public Attitudes Tracking Survey: WAVES 1-25,
bespoke analysis for 10:10 Climate Action.
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scientific consensus is clear: climate change
is happening, and it is overwhelmingly a result of
39
46
human activity. But the survey data shows that this
is not well understood by the British public, with the
most common position being that climate change
is caused by both natural processes and human
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activity. Meanwhile, a significant minority hold
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consensus: that either climate change does not
exist, or that it is mainly or entirely natural.
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Fig.3 Onshore wind support versus beliefs about climate change.
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The most striking demographic predictor of
opposition to onshore wind is age, with over65s more than seven times more likely to
strongly oppose onshore wind than under-45s.
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is against a record high of 66% support. Strong
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30% while just 6% of us are
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large scale renewables developments.
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Fig.5 NIMBYism: large scale renewables.

Fig.4 Onshore wind support by age group.
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We’re 10:10. We help people tackle climate
change.
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Whether we’re installing solar panels, cooking up a vegan feast, celebrating the power of onshore wind, or
lighting up our favourite places with LEDs, we’re positive, inclusive and dedicated to cutting carbon.
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10:10 Climate Action, 8 Delancey Passage,
NW1 7NN
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